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 Canary became the president and chief executive officer of the Business 
Council of Alabama in March 2003 after serving as president and chief executive 
officer of the American Trucking Associations (ATA), which represents the nation’s 
motor carriers before all branches of government. As the Business Council’s CEO, he 
also serves as Alabama’s official liaison to the United States Chamber of Commerce 
and the National Association of Manufacturers.  

Since taking the helm of the BCA, Canary has been named to several business advocacy boards, 
including the Alabama Association of Automobile Manufacturers, the Alabama Aerospace Industry 
Association, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Committee of 100, among others. Under Canary’s 
leadership at BCA, The Partnership between the BCA and the Chamber of Commerce Association of 
Alabama has been formalized, which combined the 124-plus local chambers of commerce across 
Alabama with the BCA to create a business advocacy network representing more than one million 
working Alabamians.  Canary is a graduate of the 15

th
 class of Leadership Alabama. 

A former elected official, Canary has an extensive background in public policy and the inter-
governmental arena.  In 1989, President George H. W. Bush appointed Canary to serve in the White 
House as special assistant to the president for intergovernmental affairs.  Following his time at the White 
House, Canary was named chief of staff for the Republican National Committee. 

Canary is a graduate of the State University College of New York at Oneonta, N.Y., and holds a 
juris doctorate degree from the Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center at Touro College at Huntington, N.Y.  He 
resides in Montgomery with his wife, Leura, and their children, Will and Margaret.  

 

   
 
 

 Dr. Marquita Furness Davis was appointed by Governor Bob Riley to serve as 
the Commissioner of the Department of Children’s Affairs. The department is 
responsible for the state’s Children’s Policy Councils, Head Start Collaboration Office, 
Zero to Five Initiative, Alabama Parent Network, Office of School Readiness (Pre-K) 
and a partnership with Alabama Criminal Justice Information System to manage the 
Alabama Resources Management System (ARMS). 

 Prior to her appointment, Dr. Marquita Furness Davis was appointed by Governor Bob Riley to 
serve as the Director of the Office of School Readiness. The Office of School Readiness is responsible 
for statewide school readiness and First Class: Alabama’s Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program. First 
Class has been given the designation of one of only two programs in the United States that has the 
highest quality standards. First Class, a voluntary Pre-K program, serves Alabama’s four-year-old children 
through a unified system of delivery that provides a high quality comprehensive preschool experience.  

Dr. Davis received a B.S. from Northern Illinois University, a M.S. from Alabama A&M University, 
and a Ph.D. from the University of Alabama at Birmingham in Early Childhood Education and 
Development. 

Before she became the Director of the Office of School Readiness, Dr. Davis was the Deputy 
Director of Child Development Services at JCCEO (Jefferson County Committee for Economic 
Opportunity). In that position, she directed a staff of 380 and managed a budget of $16,000,000. The 
JCCEO Head Start-Early Head Start Program is a federally funded program that provides comprehensive 
quality services for low-income pregnant women, infants, toddlers and preschool children in Jefferson 
County.  

Dr. Davis serves and has served on numerous boards and community organizations, including 
the American Village, Girls Inc., Alabama Public Television Early Childhood Advisory Board, Alabama 
Partnership for Children, Junior League of Birmingham, National Conference for Community and Justice, 
Past President for the Junior Board of Directors for the YWCA of Central Alabama, Inaugural Class of 
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Children’s Hospital Committee for the Future, Board of Directors for the YWCA of Central Alabama, 
Leadership America, Leadership Birmingham, Leadership Alabama, Leadership UAB, Momentum 
Women’s Leadership, Youth Serve, Pathways, WSFA-NBC News Editorial Board, University of 
Montevallo’s Stephens College of Business Advisory Board.  

Dr. Davis was awarded the 2009 Alpha Kappa Alpha (Omicron Omega) President’s Leadership 
Award, the 2008 Childcare Resources’ Children’s Advocate Award “Friend of Children”, the 2008 Girls 
Scouts Women of Distinction Award, the 2008 Birmingham National Council of Negro Women’s 
Leadership Award, the 2008 University of Alabama at Birmingham’s College of Education Alumni of the 
Year Award, Most Influential in Who’s Who in Black Birmingham.  She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta, 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children, and the National Black Child Development 
Institute. 

Dr. Davis is married to Michael Davis and resides in Hoover, Alabama.  

 
  
 
 

Dotts is the president of Public FA, Inc., an independent Financial Advisor to 
public, non-profit, and corporate debt issuers.  Dotts formed PFA in 2000 after 
spending 25 years in corporate and public finance work, including stints with bank 
holding companies in North Carolina and Alabama and as a partner in a regional 
investment banking firm.  In 2007, PFA was the leading Financial Advisor in Alabama, 
the ninth ranked Financial Advisor in the country for competitive municipal debt 
issues, and was ranked eleventh in the southeast as Financial Advisor for all long-

term municipal new issues.  Public FA has clients in more than 30 states that include states, state 
agencies, cities, utility boards, universities, airport authorities and housing authorities in addition to 
corporate clients such as Fannie Mae and Tenet Healthcare. 

Dotts is the 2009 Chairman of the Business Council of Alabama, which represents 5,000 
businesses in the state, and serves on the boards of the Alabama Commission on Higher Education, 
Exchange Bank of Alabama and First Commercial Bank. He also serves on the board of Leadership 
Alabama, the A+ College Ready Governing Board, and is chair of Huntsville Housing Developments, a 
non-profit housing development corporation. 

He is a 1972 graduate of Davidson College with a degree in economics, a 1980 graduate of the 
Graduate School of Banking at Louisiana State University, and received a National Science Foundation 
award to study economics at the University of Minnesota.   

Dotts has been married to Kathleen, an English teacher at Huntsville High School, for more than 
36 years.  They have two daughters, Elizabeth, 28, and Sarah, 24. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Dr. Dugger has had a long and varied career in business and public service. 
He is now the managing partner of Hanover Investment Group, a boutique private 
equity and investment analysis company. Previously, Dr. Dugger was a partner in 
Tudor Investment Corporation for fifteen years. Tudor is a global asset management 
company active in currency, bond, equity, and commodity market trading and 
venture capital investment worldwide. Dr. Dugger is an expert on government policy 
assessment and the effects of policy on domestic and global markets and financial 

institutions. 
Prior to Tudor, Dr. Dugger served as Policy Director at the American Bankers Association, where 

he facilitated a panel of bank officials in developing a plan that became the RTC and the solution to the 
U.S. Savings & Loan problem. Dr. Dugger began his career at the Federal Reserve Board of Governors 
in the early 1970s and served as a senior staff member of both the House Financial Services Committee 
and the Senate Banking Committee in the 1980s. 

Dr. Dugger's philanthropic commitments are in two areas - investing early in the lives of American 
children, and wildlife conservation in Africa. In the United States, Dr. Dugger is a founder of the 
Partnership for America's Economic Success, chairman of the Invest in Kids Working Group, and a 
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Trustee of the Committee for Economic Development - all projects focused on ascertaining and 
communicating the economic growth and job creation value of investing early in the lives of children. In 
his home state of Virginia, Dr. Dugger is a board member of Smart Beginnings, a member of Governor 
Kaine's Strong Start Pre-Kindergarten Council, served as co-chair of Governor Warner's Virginia Early 
Learning Council, and is a founding board member of the Alexandria Community Trust. 

In Africa, Dr. Dugger is board chairman of Grumeti Reserves Ltd., a Tanzanian eco-tourism 
company organized to preserve the Wildebeest migration route in a 450,000 acre game reserve adjacent 
to the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania. Grumeti's commercial tourism activities are done in 
partnership with the world's number-one rated hospitality company Singita Game Reserves 
www.Singita.com. Dr. Dugger is also vice chairman of its NGO affiliate, the Grumeti Community and 
Conservation Fund. 

Dr. Dugger received his BA from Davidson College and his Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill on a Federal Reserve Dissertation Fellowship. 
 

 
  

 
 
Hammond currently serves as the Assistant Vice President for Human 

Resources at Auburn University, where she has completed over 30 years of service 
in various positions across campus, most in human resources.  Hammond is also 
currently serving as President of the Employers’ Childcare Alliance of East 

Alabama. Prior to moving into her current position at Auburn University, Hammond served five years as 
Executive Assistant to President William Muse and as Secretary to the Board of Trustees for two of those 
years.  Hammond also worked four years as the first Director of the Main Street Project in Opelika, a 
downtown revitalization program sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Hammond is a two-time graduate of Auburn University, having received her B.S. degree in 
Management (summa cum laude) and her M.S. degree in Human Resource Management from the 
College of Business.  She received the Delta Sigma Pi Key Award as the top graduate in the College of 
Business graduating class in August of 1984.  Hammond is also a member of Phi Kappa Phi and Beta 
Gamma Sigma honor societies.  Hammond has been active in community activities for a number of years 
serving as President of the Employers’ Child Care Alliance and as a newly appointed member of the 
United Way of Lee County Board of Directors.  She is a member of the Executive Board for the Arts 
Association of East Alabama, and she has been a member of the Lee County Sunrise Rotary club for 20 
years, serving as both President and Treasurer of the club.  Outside of her professional and civic 
activities, Hammond calls herself a “semi-professional” musician, having played guitar and sung for many 
years in the bluegrass group “In Cahoots.”  Hammond continues to enjoy playing music with and for her 
friends and anyone else who will listen when she is not doting on her three grandchildren. 

  

 

  
 
 

Albert Z. (A.Z.) Holloway, MD, FAAP, is the immediate past president of the 
Alabama Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AL-AAP).  In private 
practice in Montgomery since 1982, Dr. Holloway has been heavily involved in both 
his local community and the state pediatric community in a number of ways, including 
service on the State and Regional Perinatal Advisory Councils, the Sickle Cell 

Advisory Council, the Lowndes County Home Health Advisory Council, the State Task Force for 
Preventive Health, the Success by Six Health Committee, the Lead Poisoning Advisory Committee, and 
as co-medical director of the Child Health Project, among others. 

A graduate of the Georgia Institute of Technology, Dr. Holloway attained his medical degree from 
Meharry Medical College in Nashville, TN.  He completed his pediatric residency and a neonatal 
fellowship at Howard University Hospital in Washington, D.C.   

A member of the Executive Board of AL-AAP since 2002, he has represented the Chapter on 
numerous state task forces, including the Alabama Department of Education’s Nutrition Task Force to 
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explore ways to improve nutrition in schools and one of Children’s Rehabilitation Services’ Healthy 2010                                                                                                                               
workgroups for children with special health care needs.         

Dr. Holloway is married to the former Glean Hill, and has three grown children. 

 
 

  
 

 

Hume joined the Alabama School Readiness Alliance as the organization’s 
first Executive Director in November, 2008. Before joining the Alliance, Hume was the 
Program Manager for Leadership Alabama, the state’s leadership program. She also 
served as the Manager of Leadership Development at East Alabama Medical Center 
and as Grassroots Coordinator for the Alabama Partnership for Progress.  

She spent the first ten years of her career at the Center for Governmental Services (CGS) at 
Auburn University working with state agencies, local governments and non-profit organizations in 
Alabama. Hume was responsible for providing technical assistance and training as well as working in 
support of reform efforts in the areas of tax, education, and constitution reform. She coordinated the 
state’s first electronic town meeting as part of a joint project of CGS, the Mobile Register and the 
Kettering Foundation. While at Auburn University, she served in the faculty senate and on the outreach 
council. 

Hume is a native of Huntsville and received both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
Auburn University. Hume and her husband David live in Auburn and have three children in elementary 
school.  
 

  

 Piggott is the Executive Director of the Alabama Partnership for Children and 
has more than thirty years of experience in education, administration, and 
management of non-profit and government programs for children and families at the 
local and state levels.  Her experience includes years as a teacher and school 
administrator, ranging from child care classrooms to juniors and seniors at Auburn 
University’s College of Business. In the past 15 years, her work has centered around 

early learning and education and the needs of young children and their families.  She was the first 
administrator of the Employers’ Child Care Alliance in east Alabama through which businesses develop 
and fund a variety of programs to support child care as a family, education, community, and economic 
development issue.  
 In 2003, Piggott became the Executive Director of the Alabama Partnership for Children (APC), a 
broad public/private state-level agency concentrating on issues of children from birth to five and their 
families.  The Partnership is supported and guided by the state’s child and family-serving agencies and is 
also the conduit for private, corporate investment in young children.  The APC continues to work with the 
state’s major public and non-profit agencies to develop a coordinated, comprehensive system of services 
for children 0-5, including the Blueprint for Zero to Five (School Readiness) and coordinates the Early 
Childhood Comprehensive Systems initiative.  The agency also administers the T.E.A.C.H. scholarship 
program, the AL Parenting Kit project, and assists with local community planning and partnership 
development.  Piggott holds a master’s of education administration degree from Auburn University. 
 She has been married to Rickie Piggott for 38 years, and they have two children and four 
grandchildren, with another on the way.   
 
 

 
  
 

 

Powers has been president and co-owner of The Eufaula Agency, Inc., an 
insurance and real estate agency, since it was established in Eufaula in 1981.  He 
serves on numerous boards and organizations including: Alabama Power Company, 
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Business Council of Alabama (BCA), Alabama Industrial Competitiveness Foundation (AICF), Southern 
Nuclear Company’s Nuclear Oversight Committee, Eufaula City Council, and others.    

Powers was instrumental in organizing, and an original board member of, the Alabama 
Technology Network (ATN), now AICF.  He was a member of Governor Riley’s Commission on Existing 
Industry in 2004.  As chairman of BCA’s Education and Workforce Development Committee and as a 
member of Eufaula’s City Council, he remains an advocate for Pre-K and other proven education and 
work force training initiatives.  He is active in the Partnership for America’s Economic Success (PAES) 
and its early childhood investment initiatives.  He spoke at the Partnership’s National Forum on Early 
Childhood Investment in Washington, D.C. in July 2008 and at the Partnership’s Second Telluride Summit 
on Early Childhood Investment in September 2008. 

His education includes degrees from the Graduate School of Business, University of Chicago and 
the United States Military Academy, West Point, NY.  He holds two professional designations from The 
American College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  Powers served 24 years in the U.S. Army, (Active and Alabama 
National Guard) earning numerous military designations, including a diploma from The Command and 
General Staff College, U.S. Army, Ft. Leavenworth, KS. 

Powers’ wife, Betsy, is a Media Specialist at the Primary School, Eufaula City Schools.  They 

have four daughters. 

 

The Honorable Bob Riley, Governor of Alabama 

Governor Bob Riley was sworn into office for a second term as Alabama’s 
chief executive in January 2007, following a successful first term marked by great 
progress for the state. During those first four years, Riley made good on promises to 
improve education, put Alabama’s economy on the right track and restore honesty 
to the Governor’s Office. The people overwhelmingly endorsed the Governor’s 
actions and his vision for a second term. They re-elected him with 58% of the vote, 
making him only the third sitting Alabama governor to win re-election in modern 

times.  
Bob Riley was born and raised in the small Clay County town of Ashland, where his family has 

lived on ranches and farms for six generations. After graduating from the University of Alabama at age 20 
with a degree in business administration, he returned to his hometown, married his high school 
sweetheart, Patsy Adams, and began a 30-year career in the private sector in which he ran several 
successful businesses and a cattle farm. On their ranch in Ashland, Riley and his wife Patsy raised a 
family of four children: Rob, Jenice, Minda and Krisalyn.  

Shortly after the birth of his first grandchild, Riley believed he could make a difference through 
public service. So in 1996, at the age of 52, he ran for Congress. A then-political unknown, he beat tough 
odds and well-known opponents and was successfully elected to represent Alabama’s third congressional 
district in the U.S. House of Representatives. In the House, Riley worked to pass the first balanced 
budget in a generation, the first tax cuts in 20 years, and a stronger national defense from his seat on the 
House Armed Services Committee. He also fulfilled a promise to serve only three terms.  

Riley was urged to run for governor to turn the state around. After announcing his candidacy for 
governor in July 2001, he went on to defeat two opponents in the Republican primary with 73 percent of 
the vote. In November 2002, he also defeated the incumbent governor in the general election. As soon as 
the last vote was counted and he was declared the winner, Bob Riley rolled up his sleeves and got to 
work.  

Riley has successfully changed Alabama’s economic development model. He inherited the worst 
economy since the Great Depression at the beginning of his first term. But during the next four years, 
Alabama achieved record low unemployment rates, experienced the creation of more than 100,000 new 
jobs, and attained a record budget surplus. In fact, Alabama’s strong economy has gained national 
recognition. Alabama’s economic development was ranked number one of all 50 states and declared the 
best of the southern states for four consecutive years. 

Perhaps most encouraging to Alabamians are the improvements made in education during 
Riley’s first term. A strong and growing economy allowed him to propose record funding for Alabama 
schools. During his first term, education funding increased by more than $2 billion. Historic investments 
the Governor made in nationally-renowned programs like the Alabama Reading Initiative and the 
Alabama Math, Science and Technology Initiative are getting results in higher test scores. At the same 



time it has invested record funding into its classrooms, the state also has the highest amount ever saved 
in its rainy day fund and proration prevention account.  

Riley is now pursuing an ambitious agenda called “Plan 2010.” He is proposing even more 
funding for schools, including a record-setting bond issue to help school systems with construction 
projects and repairs. He is proposing historic pro-growth tax incentives that will help middle class families, 
make health care more affordable and create new jobs.  These pro-growth policies will stimulate the 
economy and result in even more funding for education. 

 
 

  
 

 
Dr. Robbie B. Roberts is director of Teacher Training and Outreach for the 

Harris Early Learning Center, a public-private non-profit early care and education 
facility managed by Auburn University. Dr. Roberts earned a B.S in early childhood 
education from Auburn University and a M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. She has taught in the School of Education at UAB and 
Samford University and currently serves as an assistant professor for Auburn’s 
College of Human Sciences in the Department of Human Development and Family 

Studies.  
Dr. Roberts serves on a number of local and state advisory boards including, Jacksonville State 

Department of Family and Consumer Sciences Child Development Advisory Board, Jefferson State 
Community College Child Development Advisory Board, Alabama State Early Childhood Advisory 
Council, Children’s Hospital CHECK Center Community Advisory Board, Jefferson County Blueprint for 
School Readiness, Jefferson County Children’s Policy Cooperative- Early Care and Education 
Committee. Dr. Roberts was the 1995 Outstanding Early Childhood Education Alumna from the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham School of Education and was honored as one of the 2008 “Friend’s of 
Children” as a nominee for the Children’s Advocate Award from Childcare Resources, the local Child 
Care Management Agency.  

 

 
  
 

 

Smith is the chairman of Royal Cup, Inc. He was born in Birmingham and 
graduated from Ramsay High School.  He graduated from Washington and Lee 
University in Lexington, Virginia in 1963 and entered the U.S. Army Infantry as a 2

nd
 

Lieutenant where he served two years.  He graduated with his MBA from Harvard 
Business School in June of 1967.   

In addition to his many honors, Smith is a member of the Alabama Academy 
of Honor. He has been honored by Children’s Hospital with the Friends of Children Award, 1993; 
Birmingham Southern College - Medal of Service Award, 1993; Mobile Press Register - Alabamian of the 
Year, 1994; Leadership Alabama - Distinguished Alumni Award, 1994; United Way of Central Alabama – 
Mervin Sterne Award, 2004; United Way of Central Alabama – Alexis de Tocqueville Award, 2005; 
Alabama Appleseed Foundation – Albert Brewer - Bo Torbert Public Service Award, 2006; and Samford 
University, The Samford University Medallion, 2006. 

He has served or currently serves as Director of Dunn Investment Company (vice chairman); 
SouthTrust Bank, N.A. (former director, 15 years); University of Alabama at Birmingham Health System 
(former board chairman, former chair, Strategic Planning); Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama; 
Leadership Alabama (founder and former chairman); The A+ Education Foundation (chairman); 
Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham; United Way of Central Alabama (chairman). 

Smith is a member of Leadership Birmingham Board of Trustees (former alumni president); UAB 
Presidents Council (former chairman); Chief Executives Organization, World Presidents’ Organization; St. 
Marys on-the-Highland Episcopal Church; Former Director; Davidson College Board of Visitors (former 
chairman); Davidson College Board of Trustees; Alumni Board of Directors, Washington and Lee 
University; University of Alabama at Birmingham Health Services Foundation; Young President’s 
Organization (Alabama State Chair – 3 years) 
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Smith and his wife, the former Beverley Hart of Columbia, SC, reside in Mountain Brook.  They 
have three sons - Bill, III, Childs, and Jim.  
 

  
 

 
Stacy is the president and chief executive officer of the Chamber of 

Commerce Association of Alabama, a professional development and governmental 
relations organization representing more than 120 Chambers of Commerce statewide 
and their nearly 60,000 business members. He holds the professional certification of 
Certified Association Executive as issued by the American Society of Association 

Executives. He also serves as pastor of the Beatrice Community Church, a traditional Protestant 
congregation. 

Stacy, an Eagle Scout, is a sixth-generation Alabamian, raised in the small town of Georgiana. 
He is a graduate of Huntingdon College and has pursued graduate studies at the College of Charleston 
and the University of Notre Dame.  He is a graduate of Class Sixteen of Leadership Alabama, and 
recently received “America’s Champion of Small Business Award” from the National Coalition of Capital. 

Stacy is a member of the Board of Directors of the Business Council of Alabama, a Governor’s 
appointee to the Statewide Health Coordinating Council, the Alabama Partnership for Children and the 
Alabama Broadband Initiative, and is immediate past-president of the Alabama Council of Association 
Executives, as well as being a Founding Partner of the Alabama Community of Excellence (ACE) 
Program.  He also serves both on the steering committee and as a guest lecturer of the Auburn University 
Economic and Community Development Institute, as well as on the board of Troy University’s Center for 
International Business and Economic Development.  His latest book, Alabama: the Promise, the Progress 
was released in 2007. 

An avid golfer and reader, he and his wife, the former Angel McGrew of Century, Florida, have a 
grown daughter, Savannah. 

 

 
  
 
 

 Sullivan is the director for Corporate Human Resources for Vulcan Materials 
Company where she spends her time recruiting, developing and strategizing on how 
to engage and retain corporate employees. Sullivan was born in 1958 in Birmingham, 
Alabama to Odis and Thelma Skipwith Northorp.  She attended Holy Family 
Elementary (kindergarten), St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary and John Carroll 
Catholic High School in Birmingham. She earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting 

from the University of Alabama in 1980.   
 Sullivan began her professional career with an international CPA firm gaining both her CPA 
designation and invaluable experience.  She has been employed with Vulcan Materials Company for 26 
years.  She gained her CIA designation while holding various financial positions in Alabama and Georgia 
with Vulcan.  In 2000 Yolanda changed professions from accounting to human resources.    
 She is married to Ronald Wayne Sullivan and has two children, LaKeshia and Samuel.  Sullivan 
believes in community service and advocates this through her board and volunteer roles with the YWCA 
of Central Alabama, The Bell Center (early intervention for special needs children birth to 3 years old), the 
United Way of Central Alabama, St. Vincent’s Birmingham and St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church. 
 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Taylor is dean and professor of economics for the Brock School of 

Business at Samford University.  He joined Samford in 2005 after serving as 
associate dean for research and faculty development and the W.H. Smith Professor 
of Economics for the Hankamer School of Business at Baylor University. 
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After earning his undergraduate degree from Baylor, cum laude, with majors in economics and 
finance, Dr. Taylor was employed as an analyst for Andersen Consulting (now Accenture) in Houston, 
TX.  He went on to earn the M.S. and Ph.D. in economics from Purdue University in West Lafayette, IN.  
After returning to the faculty at Baylor, Taylor received the Young Researcher Award from the Hankamer 
School of Business in 2000 and was subsequently named the first holder of the W.H. Smith Professorship 
in Economics.  In 2002, he was appointed as a visiting scholar by Harvard University and spent one year 
in residence at the Harvard Graduate School of Education pursuing research interests.   In 2005, Dr. 
Taylor was named a Baylor University Outstanding Professor. 

As dean of Samford’s Brock School of Business, Dr. Taylor has led the rapid transformation of 
the forty-four year old business school into a leader in business education, spearheaded by a 
commitment from Harry B. Brock, Jr., founder of Compass Bank, to build a $100 million endowment for 
the school.  In addition to his fundraising efforts, which have also seen the establishment of new endowed 
centers, scholarships, and professorships, Dr. Taylor has led the Brock School to establish eight new 
academic programs, as well as the school’s new honors program.  Additionally, the Brock School’s 
graduate and executive education programs were redesigned to serve the needs of modern executives.  
In an effort to embrace the business community and to build bridges for students and professionals alike, 
Dr. Taylor established the Samford Business Network, with chapters in Birmingham, Atlanta, and 
Nashville, as well as established a new 45-member advisory board for the school that consists of the 
region’s top business leaders.   

Dr. Taylor is a member of numerous professional and academic organizations including the 
American Economic Association, Beta Gamma Sigma, Omicron Delta Epsilon, Beta Alpha Psi, 
Association of Christian Economists, and the Southern Business Administration Association.  Additionally, 
he served for six years on the editorial board of the Atlantic Economic Journal.  He serves on the board of 
directors for Gamma Sigma, the Alabama Council for Economic Education, the Association of Christian 
Economists, and the Business Council of Alabama.  

Dr. Taylor has served as a consultant for organizations such as Arco, Citgo, ABB Vetco Gray, 
and the NCAA.  Additionally, he is affiliated with two consulting firms, Finance and Resource 
Management Consultants (Bellingham, WA) and AgriFocus, Inc. (Monument, CO), and he currently 
consults with more than 40 companies.  Dr. Taylor serves as a director for the NASDAQ-listed Goldleaf 
Financial Solutions, Inc. (Norcross, GA), and he also serves on the board of McPherson Oil Company, a 
private fuel and oil distribution company in Birmingham.  He is a trustee of the Birmingham Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and serves as chairman of the Chamber’s Council of Economic Advisors, and he 
is a member of the Rotary Club of Birmingham.  In 2006, Taylor was named as one of Birmingham’s “Top 
40 Under 40” by the Birmingham Business Journal, and in 2009, he was named as among the 100 people 
to know in Birmingham by the Birmingham Regional Chamber of Commerce.  

Dr. Taylor lives in the Birmingham area with his wife, Julie (twice a Baylor graduate), and his 
children, Zachary, Lauren, and Chloe.  They are members of Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, where he 
teaches an adult Sunday school class and serves as a director of the church’s foundation. 

 
  
 
 
 

 Watts is the president of the South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce, a 
business advocacy organization representing more than 900 businesses in 
Baldwin County.  She also serves as chairman of the South Baldwin Education 
Foundation.   

Watts has been a chamber professional for more than 20 years, and is a 
graduate of the Institute of Organizational Management.  She currently serves as 
chairman of the Board of the Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama, and 

is a member of the Board of Directors of the Business Council of Alabama and GUMBO, as well as many 
other local, regional and state efforts.  

She and her husband of more than 35 years, Bill, have four children and five grandchildren. 
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James C. (J.) Wiley, MD, FAAP, a pediatrician in Mobile, AL, began his 
term on Oct. 1, 2009 as president of the Alabama Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AL-AAP), a statewide society of pediatricians.  

Dr. Wiley graduated from the University of the South in Sewanee, TN and 
the University of Alabama School of Medicine (UAB), completing his pediatric 
residency at UAB and The Children’s Hospital of Alabama. Having practiced 
general pediatrics for 18 years in Dothan, AL.   Dr. Wiley has served as medical 

director at Dothan Pediatric Clinic, medical staff president of Southeast Alabama Medical Center and 
chairman of the Department of Pediatrics at Flowers Hospital in Dothan. Named one of the Best Doctors 
and America’s Top Pediatricians, he was awarded the Master Pediatrician honor by Children’s Health 
System in 2006.  

Dr. Wiley has held numerous roles within the leadership of the AL-AAP, including Area 
Representative on the Executive Board, CME Chair, Schooled in Asthma task force member, and current 
Physician Project Leader of the Chapter Quality Network Asthma Pilot Project.  

Dr. Wiley accepted the president’s gavel at the AL-AAP’s 2009 Annual Meeting and Fall Pediatric 
Update in Birmingham, AL on September 19, marking the beginning of his two-year term.   

His current practice, Focus, Inc., in Mobile, is devoted to the diagnosis and treatment of ADHD.  
In addition to ADHD, his clinical interests include asthma and childhood obesity.    

Dr. Wiley is married and has three teenage children. 
 

 
 
 
Also joining us representing the Partnership for America’s Economic Success: 
 
 
 
 

As a Project Manager, Weiss coordinates research for the Partnership for America’s Economic 
Success project.  She came to Pew as a doctoral candidate in urban public policy at George Washington 
University, where she is working on a dissertation on state motivation for pre-k investment.  Before 
beginning her graduate studies, Weiss worked as an attorney vetting the records of nominees to the 
federal appellate courts at the Alliance for Justice, and briefly as an attorney in international trade law at 
Steptoe & Johnson, LLP.  She has a bachelor’s degree in political science and biology from the University 
of Maryland at College Park, and a law degree from Harvard Law School. 
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 Krupicka is a Project Manager with the Partnership for America’s Economic Success at the Pew 

Center on the States.  Krupicka is also an elected member of the Alexandria, VA City Council and serves 

on Virginia State Board of Education.  He chaired VA Governor Kaine’s School Readiness Task Force 

and led the effort to create Virginia’s formal definition of school readiness.  Krupicka is a graduate of the 

University of Virginia with a major in economics and a minor in history. 
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